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Background 
 
Edinburgh Old Town Community Council (OTCC) was established in May 2006 
https://goo.gl/n8LbJJ. Like most Community Councils, we have had our ups and downs. All 
Members resigned in November 2013 https://goo.gl/6T6JbQ. The minimum of 6 nominations 
required at the Community Council elections in October 2016 was not forthcoming, and 
OTCC ceased for a number of months https://goo.gl/1wUpEf. Fortunately, OTCC was 
reestablished in April 2017 https://goo.gl/5Hh19u. Figure 2 sumarises OTCC membership in 
October 2016, April 2017 and the offices held in 2017/18.  
 
 
 
Figure 2 : OTCC Members 
 
 Members 

(Oct 2016) 
Members 
(Apr 2017) 

Office Bearer 
2017/18 

Notes 

Anja Amsel √ √  Resigned Oct 2017 
Mary Bradley    √  Resigned June 2018 
Simon Byrom √ √   
Pat Cairns  √ Treasurer Resigned June 2018 
Bill Cowan √ √ Planning  
Janet Dick  √ Secretary Resigned June 2018 
Patrick Keady  √ Web / SoMe  
Marie McArthur  √   
Sam Piacentini √ √ Chair/Licencing  
John Thompson √ √ Secretary Resigned Dec 2017 
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Residents’ Health  
 
Scotland has so much to be proud of. Although, this does not include life-expectancy. Life 
expectancy in Scotland, is the lowest in Western Europe. 
 
When it comes to health, Alba is in the top 31 Countries with the longest life expectancy for 
men. Wales and Northern Ireland are in the top 24. England comes in at 18th and Ireland is 
16th https://goo.gl/rTNpq5 . Scotland ranks in the top 37 Countries with the longest life 
expectancy for women. Wales and Northern Ireland are 30th. England is 27th and Ireland 
comes in at 23rd.  
 
Decisions taken by planners are one of the two main reasons for such low life expectancy 
https://goo.gl/M8PyF7. The experiences of residents’ is the second reason particularly, the 
sense that we have little control over what happens in the areas where we live. These two 
factors are probably equally relevant to Old Town residents’ health coming in below the 
average, for the geographical areas covered by City of Edinburgh Council.  
 
Old Town residents have the worst health, relative to our neighbouring Community Councils 
in and around the centre of Edinburgh. The 2011 Census asked residents to self-assess 
their health on a scale from ‘very good’ to ‘very bad’ https://goo.gl/J4EnTt. The Census went 
on to ask if residents’ day to day activities were hindered by their health. Compared to 
residents in all 44 Community Council areas in Edinburgh, Old Town residents ranked below 
the Edinburgh average - we crawled in at 27th of Edinburgh’s 44 Community Council areas. 
Meanwhile New Town sprinted in at 4th best, West End was in the top 7, Southside (14th), 
Toll Cross (16th). The results are summarized in the figure 3. 
 
 
Thinking Again 
 
Time moves on and OTCC’s narrative has changed too. Our newly refreshed narrative has 
similarities and differences relative to the previous OTCCs. Since the Community Council 
was established in 2006, the narrative has moved to and fro, between health and place. In 
the early years, OTCC focused on health although, the emphasis shifted considerably 
towards place in the early part of this decade.  
 
 
Figure 3 : 2011 Census 
 
Results from the 2011 
Census 

New 
Town 

Toll 
Cross  

West 
End 

South-
side 

Old 
Town 

EDI 
average 

Residents self-assess their 
health ‘very good’ 

66% 58% 65% 62% 56% 57.6 

Residents self-assess their 
health ‘very bad’ 

0.5% 0.8% 0.5% 1% 1.2% 1% 

Residents self-assess their 
day to day activities not 
limited by their health 

91% 88.3% 90.2% 88.4% 84% 84% 

 
Source : Planning Information, Planning & Building Standards, Services for Communities 
(2014) Community Area Profiles, City of Edinburgh Council. 
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OTCC used to say we were against over-tourism. Now we focus on how over-tourism affects 
the health of people living and working in Old Town. We want residents and visitors to move 
on our streets, without obstructions. We want residents to get a good night’s sleep. OTCC 
actively encourages other parts of Edinburgh to experience the benefits of tourism in their 
areas too. 
 
 
Figure 4 : 2011 Census 
 
 New Town Toll Cross  West End South-side Old Town 
Population (2011) 18,136 10,859 5,810 13,148 7,875 
Total Dwellings (2011) 10,389 5,139 3,222 5,380 4,130 

 
Source : Planning Information, Planning & Building Standards, Services for Communities 
(2014) Community Area Profiles, City of Edinburgh Council. 
 
 
We used to say OTCC did not want airbnb’s, although our focus has moved here too. Based 
on our research in 2017, we now make a clear distinction between two very different types of 
airbnbs https://goo.gl/veYk1A  

1. homes and flats where owners and/or long-term tenants are not resident and 
guests let themselves in to the properties, with keys they have retrieved from key 
boxes screwed on to the wall outside the main door of the home or tenement. 
This describes 81% of all airbnbs in Old Town. These homes and flats are wholly 
let out to visitors and include party flats. OTCC is strongly opposed to these 
short-term lets (vacation rentals) advertised on booking.com, flipkey, homeaway, 
housetrip, roomorama, tripping, vaystays, vbro, wimdu, Airbnb and elsewhere. 
This is because we are opposed to the frequent noise created on stairwells by 
visitors to this group of airbnbs, we are against their anti-social behaviours  
 

2. homes and flats occupied by owners or long-term tenants. These operate as 
traditional bed and breakfasts where one or two rooms in residents’ homes are 
occupied by visitors for a few days at most. Visitors are usually served 
breakfast. These airbnbs make-up about 19% of all airbnbs advertised in Old 
Town. We are in favour of this second group of airbnbs continuing in Old Town. 

The Community Council used to say that we wanted to cut the numbers of licenced pubs 
and clubs. Now we want no amplified sound after 9pm and we want licenced premises to 
pay for ensuring their patrons get home quietly and safely at the end of their nights out.  
 
At the same time, we continue to oppose increasing the number of alcohol licences in the 
Old Town granted and we have contributed to a consultation aimed at redefining the future 
of the Licensing Boards Policy  
 
We are now more focused on how decisions about Old Town, will impact on the health of 
our neighbours and all residents living here in Old Town. This has come about from our 
thought-paper published in advance of our meeting with elected Councillors and the 
proposed Old Town Business Improvement District (BID) in January 2018 
https://goo.gl/yF3icB. Our change in emphasis was broadly welcomed by the elected 
Councillors and the proposed BID https://goo.gl/qxdT8G  
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“Thank you for taking the time to discuss your first draft of OTCC’s ideas 
on how an improved level of cooperation between residents and 
businesses might be achieved. Businesses have prioritized investment 
in cleaner streets and a safer and more secure environment which would 
be of a great mutual benefit. Progress on common causes could lead to 
inroads being made into more difficult conflicts of interest and build a 
less adversarial relationship.”  

Proposed Edinburgh Old Town BID (February 2018) 
 
 
Website Reinvigorated 
 
www.EdinburghOldTownCC.org.uk was refreshed and expanded in 2017/18, having been in 
limbo for sometime previously. As shown in figure 5, our webpages were visited on 5,954 
occasions between October 2017 and June 2018. Appendix 1 provides a full analysis of the 
number of times each webpage was visited  
 
Figure 5 – numbers of out webpages visited (Oct 2017 to Jun 2018) 

 
 
 
Twitter Facebook 
 
We launched the @EdinOldTownCC Twitter handle in December 2017. Figure 6 shows that 
Twitter was responsible for 49% of all OTCC webpages visited in 2017/18, followed by 
search engines (23%) and facebook (20%). Therefore, twitter, search-engine optimization 
and facebook are the best options for increasing the number of visitors to our website.  
 
Since its launch, the @EdinOldTownCC Twitter handle achieved : 
 
       259 followers : the number of other Twitter handles following us 
       695 tweets : the total number of tweets tweeted by OTCC 
       817 mentions : number of times we were included in conversations on Twitter 
    3,989 profile visits : times our Twitter profile was visited to find out more about OTCC 
218,300 tweet impressions : the number of times people saw our tweets 
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Figure 6 – where webpage visitors came from (Oct 2017 to Jun 2018)  
 

 
 
 
 
Traditional Media 
 
OTCC ended 2017/18, with our Chair being interviewed on BBC Scotland’s Reporting 
Scotland and our Secretary being interviewed on STV’s Scotland Tonight. Since OTCC was 
re-established in April 2017, our views were published widely in The Glasgow Herald, The 
Scotsman, The National, Edinburgh Reporter, Edinburgh News, The (London) Times and 
Daily Express https://goo.gl/8L5PJy. 
 
We believe that OTCC’s media coverage in 2017/18 - and the efforts of all OTCC members 
since 2006 - directly and indirectly influenced The City of Edinburgh Council to : 
 

1. Announce street advertising will be banned from Autumn 2018 https://goo.gl/9MhmiE 
2. Reversing the City Council’s priorities from Economic Growth first and Residents last.  
3. Introducing the Events strategy 

 
 
 
Virgin Hotel (proposed) 
 
Old Town generates the second largest number of planning applications relative to our 
neighbouring Community Councils, and these are summarized in table 7. 

 
The Community Council commented on about 30 of the 200 planning applications in the last 
year, and submitted responses to 5 consultations. 
 
However, it is the proposed Virgin Hotel that continued to be the dominant planning issue 
running throughout all our meetings in 2017/18. This one planning application featured in all 
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OTCC meetings, consuming sometimes considerable (and occasionally excessive) airplay. It 
consumed incredible energies for little reward https://goo.gl/m4M2cX  
 
Although the proposed Virgin Hotel planning application was granted in 2016, the case was 
challenged at Judicial Review at the Court of Session in 2017. The Court declined to quash 
planning consent. The case was then taken to appeal in early 2018. The Court disregarded 
the extensive OTCC Assessment and the verdict was upheld.  
 
 
Figure 7 : Planning Applications validated in 5 Community Councils (Dec 2017 to Apr 2018) 
 
 
 

New Town Old Town Toll Cross  West End South-Side 

December 2017 32 23 11 10 10 
January 2018 60 22 13 25 10 
February 2018 41 18 13 19 14 
March 2018 48 15 10 8 9 
April 2018 89 27 15 26 21 
      
Totals 270 105 41 88 64 
      
Percentages  48% 19% 7% 15% 11% 

 
Source : https://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/  
 
 
We continue to fundamentally disagree with the City of Edinburgh Council decision - that the 
proposed 225 bed Virgin Hotel, encompassing three listed buildings and a gap site where a 
fourth listed building once stood - will have “no adverse impact on the area and not introduce 
any implications in terms of road and pedestrian safety” on Cowgate, Victoria Street and 
George IV Bridge.  
 
Our appeals to the City of Edinburgh Council, the Scottish Parliament and now to Sir 
Richard Branson continue to be ignored. We are currently pursuing a complaint to 
Investigative Stage at Council level, calling for independent Environmental and Heritage 
impact assessments to clarify the veracity of the developer's assessments, having cited 12 
material reasons why planning consent should be revoked under Section 65 of the Town & 
Country Planning Act (Scotland) Act 1997. 
 
Concurrently we have continued to ask for sight of the environmental impact assessment on 
how the building and operational phases of the Hotel intend to minimize inconvenience to 
residents, visitors and businesses, from : 
 

• the construction and operational phases of the Hotel and the logistics of ferrying 
guests services and goods into the Hotel via Grassmarket, Cowgate, George IV 
Bridge and further afield 

• the increased emissions of pollutants, noise, vibration, light, heat and radiation, the 
creation of nuisances, in central Edinburgh, and the disposal and recovery of waste 

• the risks to human health, cultural heritage and the environment (for example due to 
accidents or disasters) 
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• the cumulation of effects on other existing and/or approved projects including North 
Bridge, taking into account existing problems relating to areas of particular 
importance, including the Central Library  

 
While the Scottish Government has repeatedly declined requests to review the case of India 
Buildings, our government has been quick to remind Edinburgh Council that planning 
permission for a proposed development at Corstorphine could be called in on the grounds it 
might endanger the health of the two resident pandas at Edinburgh Zoo https://goo.gl/mdjjVZ   
	
OTCC notes the Scottish Government’s evident prioritization of the well being of Pandas 
over that of residents, the future of the Old Town Community, the Central Library and the 
reputation of the City. 
 
 
 
On Location 
 
Janet Dick chaired the Hustings for the 2017 CEC Elections and all six Councillor candidates 
were in attendance. One candidate from each of the four main political parties was 
subsequently elected. As shown in table 8, their attendance at subsequent OTCC meetings 
varied considerably, ranging from Conservative and Unionist (5) to, Scottish Greens (3), 
SNP (1) and Scottish Labour (0) https://goo.gl/tg3nPJ  
 
It was proposed in June 2017, that CEC officials participate in a walkabout of Old Town with 
OTCC Members. This was postponed on a number of occasions and is now likely to take 
place in the Autumn 2018. 
 
 
Figure 8 : Attendance at OTCC meetings (April 2017 to Apr 2018) 
 
Meeting Residents 

attending 
Police 

attending 
Councillors attending 

Cons/Union Greens Labour SNP 
11th April 2017 0  1 0 0 0 
9th May 2017 1  0 0 0 0 
13th June 2017 2  1 0 0 0 
11th July 2017 0 2 0 0 0 0 
Sept 2017 1 3 1 0 0 0 
Oct 2017 1 1 0 0 0 1 
Nov 2017 0 1 0 1 0 0 
Dec 2017 0 0 0 1 0 0 
Jan 2018 4 0 1 0 0 0 
Feb 2018 15 0 1 0 0 0 
Mar 2018 3 1 0 0 0 0 
April 2018 2  0 1 0 0 
       
Totals 29 8 5 3 0 1 
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Priorities for 2018/19  
 
 
 

1. To continue nudging City Leaders to do the right thing ! 
 
This is about encouraging the City of Edinburgh Council, Developers and Businesses 
do the right thing for our Old Town. We will continue to share problems on our 
website and social media, problems generated by the night-time economy, 
developers and the City of Edinburgh Council. We will produce a prioritized list of our 
preferred uses for publically-owned properties, spaces and listed buildings in Old 
Town.  

 
2. To reinvigorate how OTCC works 

 
The focus will be on inclusiveness and transparency, initially for OTCC’s response 
processes to planning and licencing applications. GRASS, the Old Town Association, 
Let There Be Light and other resident associations’ and individual residents will be 
asked for their views on applications. The planning and licencing secretaries will 
produce a written-report summarising the concerns raised and the rationale for 
OTCC to accept and reject the application.  
 

3. To avoid conflicts of interest - situations where full OTCC members are involved in 
multiple interests, financial or otherwise, and where serving one interest could, be 
interpreted as working at odds to the interests of OTCC and/or residents in Old 
Town. Therefore, none of the individuals holding OTCC secretary roles will hold 
similar roles in other bodies/organization in Edinburgh. 
 

4. To attract new Members with interests in engagement, governance, health, planning, 
licencing, wordpress twitter, instagram and facebook. 
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Appendix 1 
 
The number of times each webpage was visited (Oct 2017 to Jun 2018) 
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Appendix 2 
 
Tweets with most impact (March to June 2018) 
 
Definitions : 
 
Impressions : the number of times people saw this tweet on Twitter 
 
Engagements : the total number of times people interacted with this tweet. This includes 
retweets, replies, follows, likes and clicks anywhere on the tweet (including hashtag, links, 
username, avatar and tweet extension)  
 
Engagement Rate : the number of engagements (clicks, retweets, replies, follows and likes) 
divided by the total number of impressions 
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Appendix 3 
 
Tweets statistics (Dec 2017 to Jun 2018) 
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