
                         DRAFT MINUTES

OLD TOWN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
BUSINESS MEETING CITY CHAMBERS OCTAGON ROOM 7PM 13th 
June 2017

In Attendance:  Sam Piacentini (Chair) Pat Cairns, Marie McArthur, Janet Dick, 
Patrick Keady, Simon Byrom, Anja Amsel.

CEC : Councillor Mowat

Visitors:  Chris Yorkston,  Christine Webster.

Apologies:  Mary Bradley: Bill Cowan: Cllrs  Claire Miller and Karen Doran.  Neil 
Simpson.

Minutes of Last Meeting.

Matters Arising.
It was suggested that the minutes be sent out sooner than previous, possibly the 
day after the meeting, and also the need for a Minute Taker, to allow the committee 
members to concentrate on the procedures of the meeting.   Tollcross CC have a 
paid minute taker.  It was proposed that the minutes taken by the Secretary until 
further notice.   A point was made about the Police Report, having it stated that 
there was to be a box set up in the Grassmarket, and clarification as when and 
where.  The Secretary to contact  PC Derek Barbour to clarify. 

Item 1.     Simon reported on the Hearing at Court for the Let There Be Light 
Campaign.  It was fully attended in the Public Gallery, the Advocate representing 
the Central Library Campaign is David Cobb.  The Judge is Lady Wise, and the 
outcome will take months to decide.  Disappointed that Cllr Rankin had not been in 
touch after we had written, stating Section 65, and called for a review on this.  Also 
let down by the World Heritage Trust.  It was suggested that the Old Town 
Community Council could be a voice across the Community Councils Scotland. 
Second letter to be sent to Cllr Rankin,  and letter to World Heritage Trust signed by 
Simon and Bill.

Item. 2.       Sam had sent photographs to Bill Cowan of the non collection of bins. 
And clutter from the Public Houses.  Councillor Mowat said it would be useful to 
have a Walkabout in the Old Town and a cross party with Councillors.  This would 
prove to be powerful, timing of this would need to discussed, as suggestion was 
made after the Festival.  This would be organised, dates and times to fit in. Police 
also to be included.



Item 3.  No Police.

Item. 4.      Licensing.   Noted that.  17/01919FUL.  7 Forest Road. Applying for 
Change of use again.
The Entertainment License notification through BID  Cllr Mowatt taking note
Sam mentioned that Victoria Street was due for closure no notification.  Nothing
notified yet.  Again complaints about the lack of communication.

AOCB.       Christine Webster wanted the OTCC hear of her situation. The flat 
above her was undergoing restoration, and seriously affecting her property and her 
wellbeing, and it was becoming virtual uninhabitable.   She had noted Planning, 
Building Control, Insurance with no results. Christine was thanked.

Sam reiterated that appears to be mixed messages from the Council, Labour Group 
meeting, all Party execution committee, cross party?  The Council meeting on the 
29th June, Sam is looking for changes and a new vision, for collaboration,  to work 
for more efficiency.

It was pointed out there is a rota for Councillors to be in attendance.

Monies from the Filming, as road closures, and inconvenience to residents, where 
is it being distributed?

Janet Dick.  The Old Town Community Council presence, a stall is being set up in 
partnership with Tollcross CC Saturday  24th June in the Grassmarket.

Meeting closed at 2045

 Date of next meeting.  11th July 2017, 7pm. City Chambers, Octagon Room


