
DRAFT NOTES OF MEETING

OLD TOWN COMMUNITY COUNCIL. 7PM - 9PM, 
TUESDAY 9th May 2017
OCTAGON ROOM, CITY CHAMBERS, EDINBURGH

Attendance:  Sam Piacentini Chair, Anja Amsel, Janet Dick,Mary 
Bradley,Pat Cairns,Marie McArthur. John Thompson. Bill Cowan. LIG.  
Neil Simpson`LIG, Patrick Keady, Simon Byrom

CEC.   No Councillors Present

Police: Police Constable Derek Barbour (City Centre) 

Visitor: Chris Yorkston

Sam thanked all for their attendance.

Minutes accepted

No Matters arising

Item 1:  The Hustings.  Janet Dick chaired and was thanked, 6 Councillors         
in attendance.  Mainly the complaints came from residents of the  
Grassmarket points about noise during the night, points were made about 
busking and notices are not to be ignored. 
Need to get a regular meeting in attendance with Councillors present.
Plans to hold another.       

Item 2:    Licensing,  Sam met with Roger Colket and he will be invited, as 
clarification is needed re Sam and Roger in role.
The Grassmarket BID to be wound up by Christmas, Bill will be informed,
and was questioned about what could the OTCC do about control of these 
events. It was suggested that Calum and Councillors would be questioned as
new BID is in process.  Bill to draw up a document with details.
Janet Dick unhappy about the new BID, OTCC concerned to point out these 
issues 25% is all that is needed.
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Item  3:     Police.  PC Derek Barbour.   Hunter Square hitting hard now 
toilet closed. Niddrie St. Moving rough sleeping, along with buskers, meeting 
with Councillors re amplified music.  A police hut is to set up in the 
Grassmarket.  Fire exits are being used by rough sleepers which is 
hazardous for them, this is due to overnight shelters being closed.  Warning 
about extended licences.  Sam to write to the New Convenor re complaints 
and for clarification.  Notifications skimpy, request for licensing to be curtailed 
re extensions. “Data zones” no longer applicable no access available.  Points 
about the limitations,OTCC to be pro-active in obtaining claims.

Item  4:     Planning.   List attached.  17/01215/FUL/0126  commented on. 
Abbey Strand.  John explained he had attended a day at Holyrood Palace, 
was shown round the Abbey Strand building.  It had been used as 
accommodation in the, the flats were originally used for debtors.  But recently 
the accommodation  is used for extra staffing during Royal visits.  It was to be 
upgraded for a visitors centre for Scottish historical purposes and various 
workshops.

Item.  5.     Adminstration.  Mary Bradley (Treasurer) expressed difficulties 
with the account.  The current signatories Bill Cowan, Anja Amsel,
John Thompson.
It was discussed that a rolling Minute Taker could be in place or perhaps a 
paid minute taker. Outcome was for John to continue until further notice.

Item.  6   “Let there be light”  India Buildings, Simon reported the court 
procedure was on 8th& 9th June in the High Court support was asked for 
crowdfunding and now a total of of £12,000. The OTCC to take action on this 
to the Council.  OTCC agreed to make representation to the Council.  Tommy 
Sheppard MP was in agreement to take this to the Scottish Parliament  to 
have the Planning Application withdrawn.  Neil Simpson write to Council on 
Sect 65.
It was agreed to allow Simon to proceed with this.

AOCB:  To be addressed. ‘A’ Boards in the Old Town, also Traffic Issues for 
the future.  John to write to EWH for update on 12 Closes.  John was asked 
to contact the Councillors as the OTCC was disappointed that there was no 
representation.

Meeting closed at 2045.
Date of next Meeting:  June 13th. Octagon Room 7pm
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